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Use Case Example 
 

The first thing I did was I had a three-hour Zoom session. And I think one of the 
things that really helped is, um, that I let students know there was no way we would do 
the full class every time. And that most of all, and above all, um, that we were going to 
start from, um, a place of upholding each other's wellbeing. So here's the class policies 
webpage. Can you see? Does it, can I change pages? Okay, awesome. So here's 
where it just says, like the fundamental class policy is we take care of each other. Um, 
and, uh, that, um, that meant, um, I changed a whole bunch of stuff just to go back here. 
Um, I moved to ungrading, which is to say that I gave students a grading rubric and told 
them what a base grade was for completing the work and then told them how they could 
grade themselves above that.   

I'm moving more to an ungrading rubric because it emphasizes students being 
attentive to their metacognitive growth, which is that they not only learn the material but 
they, they watch themselves learning the material and then become, um, stewards of 
their own ability to learn as they go off into the world. So that was part of it. Um, and 
then like, just generally, here's the Zoom weirdness. Um, this is Melville. This is, this is 
Melville's poor beleaguered wife. He was so horrible to women, but he's also a genius. 
And, so you know how to hold both of those things, but here's this poor woman. And this 
is like how, how actually we all feel on Zoom. Right. Um, but as you can see right here, 
it says at the beginning of the class we'll assemble, turn off video and sound, and return 
to a chosen passage. And so every week I had one student pick a passage from our 
reading ahead of time and we, um, we moved, uh, and they marked it in Hypothes.is. 

Um, uh, so can you see Hypothes.is? Yes. Okay, great. This is Hypothes.is. Um, 
we have a private Hypothes.is group. This is chapter 28 of "Moby Dick" in which we 
finally, after because Melville's like, uh, Melville is like a super cool author. He likes to, 
everything's a joke, and he's always trying to trick you, right? So here are 28 chapters 
and we finally meet Ahab. Um, and what you can see is this is the passage that was 
chosen for the close reading class passage this week. And so every week we would get 
into class and we would turn off video and turn off sound and say, "hello." We turn off 
video, we turn off sound, and then we would just read together in silence. And we would 
actually, um, go deep into this text. Now, this is project Gutenberg because all my 
authors are dead. So everything's out of copyright.   

And then as you can see, um, there are responses. So here's the passage, but 
then here's like other places where other students, there's me, are actually responding 
to each other. Um, and so what we would do is go back to this, nuh, go back to the 
central passage and then start responding to each other and start building a 
conversation inside of the text. And that took like a full 30 minutes. Um, and, uh, which 
is like a sixth of the class. That's a big chunk of time. But what it did was for me, um, 
institute some-, ur, try to model for my students, what I have been doing for myself, with 
my colleagues, um, since the pandemic started. Um, which is that I write with people 
every day in silence. Like every day I meet my colleagues and my collaborators, um, in 
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different institutions. You know, the people who I don't just work with institutionally, but 
actually work with in my field.   

And we turn on Zoom for a period of anywhere from like half an hour to six to 
seven hours, if I have it, and we write together. Um, and I tried to make that practice of 
like being together, um, as in, in kind of companionable, uh, it's almost like recreating, 
um, that feeling that we get when you go to a cafe and you like work that much harder 
because you're like alone together with other people. So I was trying to really 
reconstitute that, reconstitute that as like, um, presence, without it being draining. Um, 
and it really helped to do that with Hypothes.is because it got us into a shared text 
together. Um, I gave people less reading than I've ever given before. Um, but so we 
read less, but we read really deeply. Let me show you, um, this screenshot. Can you 
see the screenshot? 

These are my students at quarter to ten on a Friday night on November 15th, or 
November 13th. And, um, they just started getting together on their own in my Zoom 
classroom. Like, I'd start getting notifications in my email that people were in my Zoom 
classroom. I was like, what's going on? And they were just emailing each other and 
getting together to write in silence. And about three or four times that I joined them. Um, 
uh, and then if you can see this chain, they all gave themselves names from "Moby 
Dick." Um, so they were just kind of having fun with it, um, which was super, which was 
super awesome. Um, and then I'll just the very last thing I'll say is the other thing I did 
was because I'm lonely too, right? Like, I, it, it's really hard. It's hard for all of us. Is that, 
um, I just started emailing the whole class whenever I was preparing for class, which for 
me was just reading and saying, "Hey guys, uh, the classroom is open and I'm going to 
be reading the 20 chapters of "Moby Dick" that are due tomorrow" and, um, "show up if 
you want." 

And they would, and then whoever wanted to show up would show up. Um, and 
we just read together. Um, in, in silence. Um, and again, it just, it made it feel, um, it 
gave us a sense of presence, uh, in a, in a really kind of, um, uh, it's, uh, just a really 
beautiful way. And I'm just kind of deeply moved by what it felt like to be with these 
students in literature this, this semester. Um, not, not because we, well, of course, 
because we had to be it's, we're still in an institution producing degrees, but also 
because like literature became for us a kind of, um, refuge. And, uh, and a kind of place 
of, um, you know, escape and spectacular imagination in this like really just touching 
way. So, um, that's, that's, I've got other stuff to say, but I'll just, I'll just stop there. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 


